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THE RESPONSE OF NESTING OSPREYS (PANDION HALIAETUS) TO MAINTENANCE
ACTIVITIES ALONG TRANSMISSION LINES IN CENTRAL WISCONSIN

Wisconsin's Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) population
has increased in recent decades, in part due to their
adaptation to using artificial nest supports (e.g.,
power line structures and communications towers),
as well as the provision of artificial nesting
platforms. The response of nesting Ospreys to
human disturbance varies in context with timing and
the type of activity. Between the 2006 and 2008
breeding seasons, we evaluated the behavioral
response of four pairs of nesting Ospreys to electric
transmission line maintenance activities at three
nests in Adams and Wood Counties and one nest in
Marquette County, Wisconsin. All observations were
conducted during unscheduled emergency
maintenance at electrical transmission line H-frame
structures. One Osprey nest occurred on the actual
H-frame structure being maintained, and the other
three nests were on adjacent structures to those
being maintained (<300 m away). In each case,
Ospreys showed temporary distress during
maintenance activities, but resumed normal activities
upon completion of work. Our observations suggest
that in some cases, Ospreys are tolerant of temporary
disturbance during the nesting period.

To view a PDF of the entire article please
visit our website at
www.nredifference.com, and view the
Update dated 2/15/10.

UPcOMING CONFERENCES / EVENTS — SPRING 2010

e Midwest Small Business Expo 2010: Growing Sustainable Business Strategies for the 21st Century

Zion, IL - March 10 and 11

e Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium (SEWISC) Training Sessions Sponsorship

Milwaukee, Wl - March 24 and 25
e Renewable Energy Conference
Milwaukee, WI - 25 and 26
e Joint Engineer Training Conference (JETC)
Atlanta, GA - May 4-7
e AWEA - Windpower 2010
Dallas, TX - May 23-26
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